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Nantong, China, November 23, 2022. The German-Chinese Business Association (DCW) has ap-
pointed Marco Hamacher to represent the newly founded Shanghai region. In this function, the
CEO of RAMPF China wants to further strengthen the relationship between the two economic

giants and will not dodge controversial topics.

The DCW has been dedicated to German-Chinese relations for more than 30 years. The focus is on the
dialogue between the 420 German and Chinese members as well as promoting mutual cultural under-
standing. To achieve this, the DCW relies on the voluntary commitment of its members, especially en-

trepreneurs and managers.

One of them is Marco Hamacher. The CEO of RAMPF (Nantong) Co. Ltd., the Chinese subsidiary of the
international RAMPF Group, was recently appointed DCW representative for the newly founded Shang-
hai region. In the following interview, the experienced China expert explains his motives for doing this

voluntary work and how he aims to address controversial topics with courtesy and respect.

Mr. Hamacher, as CEO of RAMPF China, a company which is doing very well at the moment, you

are probably quite busy. Why have you decided to take up this position at DCW?
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When | came to Taicang in 2007, a city in the
province of Jiangsu and RAMPF's headquarters
in China until last year, | joined the Taicang
Round Table and was later elected to its board.
In this function, | was in regular contact with
Chinese officials and politicians and learnt how
to conduct controversial discussions with mutual

respect and Asian courtesy.

| also found that German companies enjoy an

excellent reputation in China, and | would like to

strengthen this further. In my role as DCW am-
bassador | have the opportunity to build bridges and that is what | aim to do. | will represent DCW at
business receptions to raise awareness for the organization and to promote exchanges with develop-
ment zones. | am also the contact person for companies that are looking for partners for German-

Chinese projects.

Of course, this commitment also has the advantage that | will work closely with local authorities, which

can also be useful for RAMPF's new location in Nantong, a city in the province of Jiangsu.

How do you see of the future of German-Chinese economic relations?

The diplomatic and economic relations between Germany and China are celebrating their 50" anniver-
sary this year and | hope that this good relationship will continue for many decades to come. | also hope
that the number of German companies in China will continue to increase — the German Chamber of
Commerce currently lists more than 5,000. Around 60 percent of these are based in and around Shang-

hai and work primarily in mechanical engineering, the automotive and chemical industries.

However, | am skeptical about the ever louder calls for economic independence from China. It’s certainly
true that, for example, raw materials such as rare earths are almost exclusively imported from China.
However, one should ask the question — why is this so? Haven't we failed to look for other resources in

the past, which are now largely controlled by Chinese companies, especially in Africa?

In my opinion, it's not about independence, but rather about diversification.

How has the economic cooperation changed over the years?
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In the past, China was seen as a low-cost workbench for mass production. That is no longer the case.
Rather, more and more companies that rely on low wages, especially in the sporting goods and textile

industries, left China many years ago and emigrated to low-wage countries.

Most international companies produce in China mainly for the local market. And this is expected to con-
tinue to grow strongly, also because of the goals set by the government at the 20" National Congress of
the Chinese Communist Party. These include measures to support SMEs, the restructuring of state-
owned enterprises, increasing foreign investment in high-tech areas, and a greater focus on manufactur-
ing, product quality, and digitization as well as on the aerospace, transportation, and cyberspace indus-

tries. What will definitely increase significantly in the future is the competition with Chinese companies.

What are the prospects for RAMPF China in the near future?

RAMPF is very well positioned in China and optimistic about the future. Our sealing foams and electro
casting resins have long established themselves in the Chinese automotive industry, and we are receiv-
ing an increasing number of inquiries from Chinese machine tool builders for our innovative mineral cast-

ing material. Chinese companies are looking to use high-quality materials — and we offer these.

The RAMPF site in the Chinese city of Nantong includes state-of-the-art office and production buildings with a total area of

35,500 square meters.
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The RAMPF Group stands for engineering & chemical solutions and caters to the economic and ecological needs of industry

with six core competencies:

> RAMPF Machine Systems based in Wangen (Gdppingen), Germany, develops and produces multi-axis positioning
and moving systems, trunk machines, and basic machines based on high-precision machine beds and machine bed

components made from alternative materials such as mineral casting, ultra-high performance concrete, and hard stone.

> RAMPF Production Systems based in Zimmern o. R., Germany, develops and produces production systems with
integrated dispensing technology for bonding, sealing, foaming, and casting a wide variety of materials. The company

also offers an encompassing range of automation solutions relating to all aspects of process engineering.

> RAMPF Composite Solutions based in Burlington, Ontario, Canada, is a holistic composites supplier to companies in
the aerospace, defense, transportation, medical, and green technology industries. The company offers a complete

suite of services including composite part design and engineering, and metal-to-composite conversion engineering.

> RAMPF Eco Solutions based in Pirmasens, Germany, develops chemical solutions for the manufacture of high-quality
recycled polyols from polyurethane and PET waste materials. This company also designs and builds customized multi-

functional plants for customers for the manufacture recycled polyols.

> RAMPF Polymer Solutions based in Grafenberg, Germany, develops and produces reactive resin systems based on
polyurethane, epoxy, and silicone. Its product portfolio includes liquid and thixotropic sealing systems, electro and en-

gineering casting resins, edge and filter casting resins, and adhesives.

> RAMPF Tooling Solutions based in Grafenberg, Germany, develops and produces board and liquid materials for
cutting-edge modeling and mold engineering. The range of skills includes made-to-measure services and products

such as pastes, large-volume and full-size castings for Close Contour models, and prototyping systems.

RAMPF has more than 850 employees and subsidiaries in Germany, the United States, Canada, Japan, China, and Korea.

All RAMPF companies are united under a holding company — RAMPF Holding GmbH & Co. KG — based in Grafenberg, Germa-
ny.
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